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We have p rev ious ly  [1] repor ted  the isolat ion f rom the epigeal  pa r t  of Adonis wolgensis  of s t rophan-  
thidin, cymar in ,  and K-s t rophanth in-~ .  On continuing the invest igat ion of this plant,  we obtained a sub- 
stance of cardenolide nature  with the empi r i ca l  fo rmula  C29H42010, mp 242-2460C, [ ~ ] ~ - 3  ° (ethanol) f o r m -  
ing with 84~o sulfuric  acid colora t ions  changing with t ime:  0 r a i n -  red; 5-30 r a i n -  brown; 45-60 r a i n -  
dir ty  brown; 75 rain - g reen i sh  brown; 90 rain - olive green;  and 120 r a i n -  green.  

The UV s p e c t r u m  of the substance shows two absorpt ion  maxima:  at 220 nm (log e 4.2) - butenolide 
ring - and at 305 nm (log e 1.5) - aldehyde group. Acetylat ion fo rmed a t r i ace ta te  C3sH48013 with mp 232- 
234°C, [c~]~-10 ° (chloroform).  Acid hydrolys is  by the method of Mannich and Siewert [2] spli t  the sub- 
stance into L - r h a m n o s e  and strophanthidin.  According to Klyne 's  rule [3] the glycoside has an s -g lycos id ic  
bond. On the bas i s  of these resu l t s  it may be deduced that  the glycoside isolated is convallatoxin.  

The resu l t s  of a compar i son  of the p h y s i c . c h e m i c a l  p rope r t i e s  of the substance under investigation 
and of an authentic sample  of convallatoxin and of the i r  UV spec t ra ,  the i r  R f  values in var ious solvent s y s -  
t ems ,  and the i r  colora t ions  with 84% sulfur ic  acid showed the i r  complete  identity. In the Adonis genus, 
this cardenolide has been found prev ious ly  inliae Amur  adonis and the Turkes tan  adonis [4, 5]. This is the 
f i r s t  t ime it has been found i n A .  wolgensis .  
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